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It’s too little too late 
as Sabres fall to Wings 


Environment officials plot 
against pesky cormorants 


a a 


Mark Mulville/Buffalo News 


Cormorants sit on Frog Island in the Niagara River. The once-rare black bird is being blamed for overfishing waters 
in the Niagara River and Lake Erie and taking over nesting grounds on Buffalo’s Outer Harbor. 


Nonlethal means to 


shoo birds will be tried 


By T.J. PIGNATARO 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Sky wars are being waged on the 
Niagara River. 

On the dark side of Buffalo Niaga- 
ra’s ecological resurgence is the dou- 
ble-crested cormorant. 

The once-rare black bird is now 
ubiquitous here. It’s blamed for over- 
fishing waters in the Niagara River 
and Lake Erie, taking over the nesting 
grounds of common terns on Buffalo’s 
Outer Harbor, spooking herons and 
egrets and threatening to dismantle 
millions of dollars worth of habitat- 
restoration efforts. 

Flocks of cormorants have been 
likened to motorcycle gangs. The bird 
even symbolized Satan in John Mil- 


Sharon Cantillon/News file photo 


Double-crested 
cormorant 


Size: Goose-sized. About 3 feet 
long with a 4.5-foot wingspan. 
Color: Black or grayish-black. 
Distribution: Widely found 
along North American shorelines 
and inland lakes with the largest 
populations in the Great Lakes. 
Diet: Mostly fish. Adult cormo- 
rants can eat a pound or more 
fish every day. 

— US. Fish and Wildlife Service 


ton’s classic, “Paradise Lost.” 

“They're just bad,” said Denis 
Kreze, a Fort Erie, Ont., fishing guide. 
“Bad news everywhere you go.” 

It’s also a protected species under 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

But the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser- 
vice this week paved the way to elimi- 
nate more than 50,000 cormorants 
across 37 states, including New York. 

Upward of 1,500 adult cormorants 
and a few thousand nests could be tar- 
geted across New York State. Most of 
the depredation permits would be car- 
ried out bythe state Department of En- 
vironmental Conservation. Wildlife 
officials were reviewing cormorant- 
management strategies this week. 

Nonlethal means to shoo the birds 
like harassment, exclusionary struc- 
tures, noise-making or scarecrows 
will be tried first, said James Farqu- 


See Cormoranton Page A10 


Allentown neighbors: No more bars, please 


Group’ leaders, officials 
meet to discuss options 


By KAREN ROBINSON 


NEWS BUSINESS REPORTER 


A group of residents and business own- 
ers in Allentown have an idea for curbing 
raucous late-night behavior in the neigh- 
borhood: No new bars. And when one clos- 
es, don’t allow another to take its place. 

Their concerns over large crowds, un- 
ruly behavior and fights on late weekend 
nights were heightened this month after 
a 37-year-old man was fatally shot outside 


a bar during an early-morning fight on Al- 
len Street. 

Members of the Allentown Association 
this week met with city leaders to urge 
them not to approve new permits for bars 
in the Allentown district. 

The meeting came a day after the chair- 
man of the State Liquor Authority visited 
Buffalo to meet with Allentown bar own- 
ers and Buffalo Police to talk about the 
growing concerns and to highlight re- 
sponsible bar owners. 

Vincent G. Bradley, chairman of the 
State Liquor Authority, said the agency 
has been focused on the Allentown dis- 
trict as the number of liquor licenses has 


increased in the last few years. 

“Tt’s new businesses opening, which is 
great for the City of Buffalo,” Bradley said. 
“But that has to be balanced with safety 
and noise and what’s safe for residents.” 

Residents and business owners have 
raised concerns over an increasingly row- 
dy bar scene in Allentown that has spurred 
fights and other incidents. That has coin- 
cided with eight new bars and restaurants 
that have opened in new locations or re- 
placedolderbarsnear AllenStreetand Elm- 
wood Avenue in the last four years. 

Jonathan White, vice president of the 


See Allentown on Page A10 


Erosion of laws 
blamed for failed 


corruption cases 


Conduct once deemed illegal has been 
redefined as politics as usual 


By ALAN FEUER 


NEW YORK TIMES 


NEW YORK - Oh, how the 
mighty have not fallen. 

Sheldon Silver, the powerful 
former speaker of the New York 
Assembly, survived his corrup- 
tion prosecution in July. That’s 
when an appeals court over- 
turned his bribery conviction. 

The next to slip away was 
William J. Jefferson, a onetime 
Democratic congressman from 
Louisiana. The bulk of his con- 
viction - which occurred after 
he was caught with $90,000 in 
his freezer — was tossed out in 
October. 

Then, on Thursday prose- 
cutors who specialize in graft 
suffered what amounted to a 
double disappointment: within 
hours of each other, two juries 
declared that they were dead- 
locked in the high-profile cor- 
ruption trials of Sen. Robert 
Menendez, D-N.J., and Norman 
Seabrook, the longtime leader 
ofthe corrections officers union 
in New York. 

It would seem that the gov- 
ernment is having trouble in- 
dicting public figures and 
making the charges stick. But 
however demoralizing this re- 
cent string of losses may have 
been for prosecutors and law 
enforcement agents, it cannot 
be solely blamed on them. 

The lawitselfhas also played 
apart. 

In the last two decades, le- 
gal experts say, the U.S. Su- 
preme Court has slowly eroded 
the country’s body of corrup- 
tion laws, shifting the jurispru- 
dential landscape in a manner 
that has raised the bar when 


New York Times file photo 


Former Assembly Speaker 
Sheldon Silver had his brib- 
ery conviction overturned. 


Inside: TRUMP DEFENDS 
REPUBLICANS ON HARASS- 
MENT CLAIMS. PAGE AG 


it comes to prosecuting politi- 
cians accused of dabbling in du- 
bious behavior. The experts say 
conduct that was once clearly 
deemed to be illegal has now 
been redefined as politics as 
usual. 

“For years, the court has 
been hacking away at the pros- 
ecutorial tools for combating 
bribery and corruption,” said 
Zephyr Teachout, a law profes- 
sor at Fordham University in 
New York who has written ex- 
tensively on the issue and who 
ran for governor in 2014. “In- 
creasingly, the court has made 
it really hard to bring cases 
against anyone but the most in- 
ept criminals.” 

The trend began in 1999 
when a Supreme Court case 
called United States v. Sun Di- 


See Corrupton Page A5 


$4.5 MILLION GIFT 
BENEFITS UB’S 
MEDICAL SCHOOL 


Few were as devoted to the University at 
Buffalo as Peter A. Nickerson. The late 
professor displayed his devotion in a $4.5 
million bequest to UB. Story on Page B1 


Broken window leads 
to shooting of boy, 12 


City homeowner 
fired ‘warning shot’ 


By JANE KWIATKOWSKI 
RADLICH 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Edward Bald heard the first 
rock shatter the window of a 
first-floor bedroom of his house 
on Quincy Street. 

He reached for the shotgun 
he keeps on the top bunk of his 
bed. 

“I sent a warning shot out 
the hole they already put in the 
window,’ said Bald, 61. “hit one 
of them; I didn’t know I actually 
hit him until I saw the blood in 
my backyard.” 


Bald’s shot late Friday morn- 
ing hit a 12-year-old boy who 
suffered non-life-threatening 
injuries, according to Buffalo 
Police. 

“Detectives say the incident 
was not arandom act,” said Mi- 
chael J. DeGeorge, a spokesman 
for the Buffalo Police Depart- 
ment. 

Police and the Erie County 
District Attorney’s Office con- 
tinued to investigate the inci- 
dent, DeGeorge said. 

Buffalo police had not 
charged anyone as of Friday, 
DeGeorge said. 

The incident occurred a lit- 
tle before noon in the first block 


See Shootingon Page A5 
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7 Breezy and mild, rain. High 50, 
low 34. Details on Page B10. 


7 


42440 00050 


$1.00 


To subscribe, 
8 call (716) 842-1111 


